Ministerial Consideration and Determination of EIS requirements in respect of
10 shellfish aquaculture licence applications
in Gweedore Bay, Co.Donegal
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Dr Beamish, Asst. Secretary — :

Purpose of Submission

The Minister’s decision is sought as to whether or not Environmental Impact Statements (EISs) are
required in respect of 10 shellfish aquaculture licence applications in Gweedore Bay, Co. Donegal —
see table (Tab 1) and separate notices underneath for each applicant (see Tabs 3 to 12) outlining the
matters which were taken into consideration.

The recommendation of the Division is at paragraph 9 below,
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Background

. AFMD are currently processing 10 new and renewal applications (covering 20 sites) for

aquaculture licences in Gweedore Bay, Co. Donegal.

. Ministerial Determination is sought as to whether or not an EIS in relation to each of these

licence applications is now required. The next stage in the process is public and statutory
consultation followed by individual submissions to the Minister on each application.

. Regulation 5 of the Aquaculture (Licence Application) Regulations, 1998 states that the

Minister may require the applicant to submit an EIS if the Minister considers that the
proposed aquaculture is likely to have significant effects on the environment. This
requirement (under EU EIA Directives) is separate to the requirement for an Appropriate
Assessment under EU Birds and Habitats Directives.

. A Departmental EIA Screening Group, comprising of officials from the Marine Institute,

BIM, the Department’s Engineering Division and AFMD has been set up to advise the
Minister on the environmental issues relating to EIS requirements.

. The EIA Screening Group utilised the selection criteria listed in Annex III of Council

Directive 2011/92/EU (EIA Codification Directive) as the basis for its deliberations (see Tab
16). The criteria relates to the characteristics, location and potential impacts of the projects.

The Group produced an EIA screening report in respect of each individual application (see
Tabs 2to 11). :

. The EIA Screening Group took into account, among other things, the Article 6 Assessment

of aquaculture activities in Gweedore Bay and Islands SAC (Site Code: 001141). This
Appropriate Assessment assessed the potential ecological impacts of aquaculture activities
on Natura features in and adjacent to the Natura sites in Gweedore Bay and Islands, Co.
Donegal.

. The consensus of the group in relation to each of the applications was that neither the

individual effects of the proposed aquacnlture activity, nor the accumulation with the other
projects, would have a significant effect on the environment.

. The EIA Directive also requires that “Member States shall ensure that the determination

made by the competent authorities ... is made available to the public.” This can be
accommodated by placing the Ministerial Determinations on the Department’s website.




" Recommendation
9. Itis recommended that the Minister determines that an Environmental Impact Statement is
not required for the Cases referenced in the attached table, for the reasons outlined in the
draft Determinations (see Tabs 3 to 12).

These Determinations, if approved, will be placed on the Department’s website.
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Brendan Farr
AFMD
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